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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Thursday April 16, 2009  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Thursday April 16, 2009, at the Municipal Building 

Mount Kisco, New York.   
 

Members Present:      Chairman Kevin Kelly 

Patty Kiernan  
    Nancy Abramson 

           

Members Absent:  Anne Houck 
    Bruce Hartleben       

 

Staff Present:  Austin Cassidy 
 

Staff Absent:   None 
 

Returning Cases: 

 
  None 
 
New Cases:  
 

 1. Anthony Terlizzi    Case #ARB09-19 

     51 Grove Street    Addition of Window 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

     Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Terlizzi, owners and applicants 
 

Chairman Kelly: I believe they are adding a window. Nancy do you have the 
photographs? 
 
Nancy Placona: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This is jus t going to be a simple double hung. Is this going to have 
shutters?  
 
Mrs. Terlizzi: If the board wants shutters we will put them on.  
 
Mr. Anthony Terlizzi: I think 17’ will just fit.  
 
Chairman Kelly: If it fits and does it line up with the window above? 
 
Mr. Anthony Terlizzi: Yes. It does.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any shutters on the first floor?  
 
Mr. Anthony Terlizzi: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This looks like it is not on the same plane, correct? 
 
Mr. Anthony Terlizzi: No it is not. 
 
Chairman Kelly: They might not have enough room. We are talking about one window 
lining up with below the other window. Correct? 
 
Mr. Anthony Terlizzi: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Any questions, motion? 
 
Patty Kiernan: I move that we accept the addition of the window for 51 Grove Street in 
the front and the shutters only if they fit. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion 
Nancy Abramson: Aye, on the second 
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Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 2. Jennifer’s Kitchen/Pins & Needles  Case #ARB09-18 

     159 Lexington Ave    Comprehensive 

      Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Sign Package 
 

      Jennifer Ota, property owner 
      Lisa Alfonzetti, tenant 

 

Chairman Kelly: You are presenting a sign package this evening? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Can you walk us through your presentation? 
 
Jennifer Ota: We are going to take our original sign and split it for the two signs out at 
the road. 
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: Then we are going to hang two different signs on the building, under the 
arches.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The A&R Building is staying? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes.  
 
Nancy Placona: The “Bakery” sign on the side of the building is going away? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes, because it is not in the package, but I would like to address it at a 
later date time if possible. I would just like to get the package established tonight. 
 
Chairman Kelly: These are just sign boards? Material? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes. Sign Crete. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Questions?  
 
Nancy Abramson: Did we ever have our tutorial? 
 
Chairman Kelly: No. We did not have it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I am still un- clear in our new sign ordinance what we decided about 
explaining what a company is.  
 
Nancy Placona: We didn’t, it is not covered in the sign law. This board has no jurisdiction 
as to content and the amount of text the sign can have. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Just the size and the font. 
 
Nancy Placona: This applicant is dimensionally compliant and that is why they are here 
tonight. They are just in front of you tonight for your review of the design and how it 
works with the building. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t have my ordinance with me. What did we just make a 
mistake?  We had talked about that in our meetings. 
 
Chairman Kelly: We did talk about limiting the amount of content on the signs.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I thought we had put something in the sign ordinance so we would 
have some guidelines to follow, because there are people that have a tag line. At what 
point do we say you have gone over you limit on the tag line? For example Jennifer’s 
Kitchen and Catering well that sums up what it is and why should we be having signs 
that the same with Pins and Needles are we getting into the position where it says 
sewing machines, supplies and classes. The Gap doesn’t say pants, and shirts. 
 
Patty Kiernan: With Pins and Needles is it fabric? 
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: I have found a Pins and needles tattoo parlor and there is a Pins and 
Needles dry cleaner in Rye. We often get mistaken for knitting. There is need to clarify 
what Pins and Needles defines. 
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Nancy Abramson: I hear what you are saying I was just talking out, but at what point do 
you say describing your business in a sign. Aren’t the signs supposed to tell people 
where you are? Isn’t that the whole concept of a sign? 
 
Patty Kiernan: The sign should at least describe the business. For example “Joe’s Bar’ it 
is a bar. Pins and Needles is it medical supplies or fabric? I see what you are saying and 
I wasn’t here for all the dialogue and did not know that was an issue.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Austin do you remember were there any restrictions? 
 
Austin Cassidy: I remember it being legally discussed as to concern on content. That 
said the language of the old ordinance was the name and nature of the business.  
 
Chairman Kelly: That is correct and that was the old ordinance.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I think also with Jennifer’s I would not stop in if it said Kitchen and 
Catering, I might just think that they only do catering. I as a business owner would want 
the extra content.  
 
Nancy Abramson: But is that the purpose of the sign to say exactly what you are 
advertising or are you telling people where to find you?  
 
Patty Kiernan: I think that it is a little of both. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t think so.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Let’s just switch gears for a moment. All the different font types on the 
one sign. Is that something that we want to do? Right now I really see three different 
logos. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Jennifer’s is the logo. That doesn’t bother me. I like the variation.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I think Pins and Needles is a little cleaner and straight forward.  
 
Patty Kiernan: This is your whole logo? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Kitchen and Catering is on our business cards.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Was Jennifer’s there before?  
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What was it before?  
 
Nancy Placona: Lexington Bakery. This is Jennifer’s sign currently.  
 
Chairman Kelly: That is pretty simple and clear.  
 
Patty Kiernan: That is clear and tells you turn here.  
 
Nancy Abramson: If you want to give information as to what the business is then 
shouldn’t that be the one on the street? Because you are saying I wouldn’t know if I saw 
it to know what they have inside. 
 
Nancy Placona: There are constraints for dimensions on the signage located at the 
street.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I think the one on the street is for the people who are looking for it and 
maybe for people that have never been there. You wouldn’t need what it is, but if 
someone sees the sign on the street and says Jennifer’s Kitchen, what do they do, is it a 
kitchen do they do catering? Then they can look at these signs that are on the building 
and it has a little more information. I think that it is nice.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I philosophically have a problem with sewing machines, classes. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Philosophically? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Name and the nature of the business and every business are we going 
to allowing them to outline every single thing that they do?  
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Patty Kiernan: If it said bar I won’t expect them to put out margaritas, beer and Jell-O 
shots. I think that a fabric store that does classes and has machine repairs and all the 
things that they do. I think it depends on the business and I don’t think that you can say 
across the board. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Well drug stores they have different things that they do. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Most people know that a CVS or the one on the corner it is a pretty 
standard thing, these are smaller businesses where they do need to have more 
information. It is not like Jennifer’s is across the country; this is a small local store. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t have an issue in so much with Jennifer’s as I do with Pins and 
Needles.  
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: Everybody knows what the GAP is, Banana Republic, everybody knows 
them, as small businesses we are struggling to clarify our identity and my goal was to 
keep the sign as simple as possible, because I did not want it so busy no one could read 
it. This was very carefully thought out based on what message I need to get across to 
people outside of the building. That is vital because in my mind I am not the GAP and 
nationally known.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What did you have here? 
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: WE had Pins and Needles and on the window we had our wording with 
the classes etc. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Are you saying to put nothing on there or less in terms of describing, or 
are just thinking for future? 
 
Nancy Abramson: No, all of the above. 
 
Chairman Kelly: They do not have that opportunity now to put it on the window. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Why not? 
 
Chairman Kelly: They do not have the same type of windows and they are much smaller. 
That is why they are putting it on the sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What I am thinking and most comfortable with is when the identity is 
part of the name and that is what I am more comfortable with that. Like Jennifer’s 
Kitchen and Catering. 
 
Patty Kiernan: You don’t like the Fine Baked Goods part you would want that to come 
off? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Potentially yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You do have a point. What is the store is it fine baked goods? The 
identity is Jennifer’s.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is a bakery, so why the fine baked goods?  
 
Patty Kiernan: Where do you get that it is a bakery from the hat?  
 
Nancy Abramson: Yes.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Kitchen and Catering. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Your Company should say what it is. It is not our job to allow 
everyone to use their sign to advertise every facet of their business. 
Pizza Pizzaz do we want to say in there heroes and hoggies and Italian ices or do you 
have enough with Pizza Pizzaz and you have a whole slew of products.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I see that differently. I see that as a Pizza parlor. 
Nancy Abramson: Jennifer’s Kitchen and Catering and I see that as baked goods.  
 
Jennifer Ota: It is actually not a bakery. It was not originally to be a bakery. We do bake 
as well as cook. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The original sign… 
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Patty Kiernan: Fine Baked Goods was on the street sign. It is not on the street sign now.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Maybe that was a mistake. 
 
Jennifer Ota: The only problem would be if we added that in both the letters become 
much smaller to meet the dimensional requirement. Lexington is getting to be like Main 
Street and unfortunately if you can’t read it in the two seconds that you pass you have 
missed it. 
 
Patty Kiernan: We do have certain criteria that do lay out a little bit. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What do you mean? 
 
Patty Kiernan: On their sign. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You mean the maximum sign size for the street sign? 
 
Patty Kiernan: You are working with the existing size? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes. 
 
Too Many People Speaking 

 
Nancy Abramson: I think it is important to define it. 
 
Patty Kiernan: What about a Yogi’s Paw, don’t they say jeans or clothing? 
 
Nancy Placona: It states Boutique.  
 
Chairman Kelly: What is the largest sign they can have on the street?  
 
Nancy Placona: The dimensions that they are presenting for the street sign is what they 
are allowed. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am thinking if they take the “Fine Baked Goods” off. 
 
Nancy Placona: After referring to the code the “Bakery” sign that is on the side of the 
building will not be allowed because there is no entrance and you cannot have a sign 
where there is no entrance. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I want to help people and I am not here to make it uncomfortable for 
people. I just think that we need to be careful with how much we allow and once we do 
it then we are saying everybody can start. Perhaps we can find a compromise. Maybe 
Pins and Needles sewing supplies and once you say that it is pretty obvious that you 
have machines and that you have classes there too.  
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: It is not obvious, no and I don’t think classes or machines are obvious. I 
know that they are the two most important parts of my business from my end. I think 
between Jennifer and me each business has its unique parts of the business. I don’t now 
if you can define something overall and that is not listing all the parts of my business. If 
I were to list everything you would not even see the name.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I think we need to make sure that people are not using the signs to 
say the detail on every level as to what they are doing.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I hear what you are saying but I don’t think these two are what you are 
talking about. I see that you feel we are going to set the precedence and people are not 
going to understand that. When they come in and that is the job of our board is to say 
that you can’t use your sign for that. These are very specific businesses and they don’t 
list everything and I think what they do list are important to their business.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I think that is hard to defend when someone else comes in and says 
these are real important to what I do.  
 
Patty Kiernan: If your sign is dimensionally compliant and you want to put on there and 
the way the sign ordinance is you are not going to be able to do that. 
 
Nancy Placona: This board does not have the jurisdiction over the amount of content on 
the sign unless it is the advertisement of a specific product. 
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Austin Cassidy: I need to put a different perspective on this. If there is an issue about 
content from an esthetic stand point as too many words on the sign. That certainly on 
the esthetic grounds is part of your charge. Clearly well noted the dimensional 
constraints. If it is dimensionally compliant and you feel esthetically not what it says 
how it is lay out esthetic stand point you have your grounds there to pursue it from that 
perspective. Content is not within the prevue of the way that this code is written. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Having said that layout wise that makes more sense. Fine Baked Goods 
looks like an after thought. First layout wise this is all very symmetrical makes a lot of 
sense. I am just talking out loud.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Maybe it should be in all one font. You are saying that we can’t say to 
take it off we can suggest a different font to make it more esthetically pleasing. 
 
Nancy Abramson: You can say it is not esthetically pleasing there is too much copy on it.  
 
Chairman Kelly: What would happen if Fine Baked Goods fit underneath Kitchen and 
Catering in a small font?  
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: I think it makes that part look cluttered. 
 
Nancy Placona: This is a copy of the business card and the layout.  
 
Jennifer Ota: That spreads it across. 
 
Chairman Kelly: That is interesting and esthetically it helps. I know the issue is the 
overall height. I don’t know how much it would change the overall… 
 
Patty Kiernan: If there is not a way to adjust it so that it can under there. 
 
Chairman Kelly: There is a way. Jennifer’s would have to be smaller and you might not 
be able to see it very well.  
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: I looked at the signs across from Commerce Bank the red and gold. 
There is a quick perception and I can’t separate the two businesses, but there is 
uniformity here with the color size and shape. It is nice to have different within it. You 
are trying to identify two different businesses. 
 
Chairman Kelly: That I do not disagree with. There are several buildings in the town like 
that. I am just looking at the original logo is balanced much better.  
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: Where would you put the Fine Baked Goods? 
 
Chairman Kelly: Do you agree, disagree? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am not sure how you could work it, because that is horizontal and 
this is vertical.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Right now it is Fine Baked Goods and that is the first thing I read, not 
Jennifer’s.  
 
Nancy Placona: This is another layout that was submitted although it is in black and 
white it might help. This might not look as busy and they were able to get all the copy 
in. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Jennifer’s is first now there.  
 
Patty Kiernan: What if some of the text gets moved over?  
 
Chairman Kelly: Was this something that was rejected?  
 
Nancy Placona: I believe it was to show the placement of the signs, correct?  
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Do you see what I am saying? Right now it is defining the Fine Baked 
Goods store.  
 
Jennifer Ota: The only problem I have with this was that the logo is not my logo. 
Because the hat is not involved and it is not on my card.  
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Chairman Kelly: Hypothetically we can shift it over and this was over here? 
 
Jennifer Ota: I would not have a problem with that. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This script might be a finer script and that might work a little better. 
Then the first thing that you are reading is Jennifer’s. If we really have no say on total 
copy… 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am having a hard time understanding that. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I know you are.  
 
Nancy Abramson: There is nothing in the ordinance that says the amount of copy that 
can be on a sign? 
Austin Cassidy: The two renditions for these signs are slightly different from each other. 
One is a little easier on the eyes than the other as far as my perception is. If you look at 
the colorized and you look at the alignment of the letters how they fall below the then 
and now look at the line in the green copies there is a little more breathing room. The 
colorized version looks like it is squeezed in there with a shoe horn. Which one is the 
accurate one?  
 
Chairman Kelly: Do you see what we are talking about? There is more board room here. 
That is what he is looking at. 
 
Austin Cassidy: You have a little more open space and easier on the eyes.  
 
Nancy Placona: This one is to represent the style and color.  
 
Austin Cassidy: To my eyes it is detrimental, because I see this one here as being easier 
on my eyes.  I just want to identify for the board as to which one they should be looking 
at for lay out accuracy.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I am looking for direction. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I would like to talk… I am very confused and I am having a tough time 
believing that we have no say over content. 
 
Austin Cassidy: Do you have your copy with you? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I never received it. 
 
Nancy Placona: You most certainly did. I did give you the copy in a binder. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t have it.  
 
Nancy Placona: You most certainly did, the entire board received a copy. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t have it. 
 
Austin Cassidy: I can assure you that the content part of it is not in the ordinance.  
 
Nancy Placona: You cannot dictate the content of the sign.  
 
Austin Cassidy: The way the law is structured.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Do you have any concerns with the Fine Baked Goods especially since it 
is the first thing that you read. Are you known as a Fine Baked Goods Store or are you 
known as Jennifer’s Kitchen and Catering. 
 
Jennifer Ota: We are known by our name so I guess it would be Jennifer’s.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Right now I am reading it the other way. 
 
Jennifer Ota: I can understand that, but to me I read the biggest words. That is what 
catches my eyes first.  
 
Chairman Kelly If this was a slightly smaller font this was moved over and it was right 
up in here. It might look better at the end of the day.  
 
Jennifer Ota: I do not have a problem either way.  
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Chairman Kelly: Jennifer’s, what is Jennifer’s oh they do Fine Baked Goods. 
 
Patty Kiernan: It is a strong logo. 
 
Jennifer Ota: I do not have a problem with it moving. It is not an issue. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Being off centered is ok and the copy off sets it. Can you get a modified 
version of this to Nancy and when can you get it? 
 
Jennifer Ota: I can make the call tomorrow and see how quickly he can get it done. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This is a total package. Do you want to do it as subject to seeing a final 
copy of it and if it is ok I will sign off on it?  
 
Nancy Placona: As part of the package the street signs should have the street number 
on it. 
 
Too Many People Speaking 
 

Austin Cassidy: It would be more esthetically pleasing to include the number rather than 
putting stick ons.  
 
Jennifer Ota: I didn’t even realize the number wasn’t there. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Where are we going to put that? 
 
Lisa Alfonzetti: The actual sign has the arched piece at the top so it should go there.  
 
Chairman Kelly: So that is where it should go and that makes sense. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I move that we accept the sign package as noted with the adjustments 
that we requested that the logo be moved over and the Fine Baked Goods being put 
behind the logo in a font that matches the Jennifer’s font. The street sign will include the 
street number. 
 
Austin Cassidy: The A&R Building reference that is on the building is that staying? 
 
Jennifer Ota: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I don’t know are there names on buildings? 
 
Nancy Placona: There are a few in the village that have names on the building. There 
should be a condition that the Bakery sign on the side of the building comes down.  
 
Patty Kiernan: The condition should be added that the Bakery sign be removed and that 
Nancy receives a mock up of the proposed so the chairman may sign off on it.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Second. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Are you going to vote on this because I am very uncomfortable with 
this. If you are going to put this to a vote I am not going…. 
 
Chairman Kelly: If the issue is correct that we do not have the right to dictate it, and it 
is compliant in size, and the font. You could say you don’t like the red, and we are 
talking about placement of the copy, if that is correct then that is it.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Again what I think you are saying is more of a philosophical position 
about the entire sign ordinance or lack of addressing it as opposed to this particular sign 
package. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I think there is too much copy on it.  
 
Chairman Kelly: There is a motion. But we should talk to counsel for clarity. 
 
Nancy Placona: I certainly will.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Aye. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
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Nancy Abramson: Abstain. I would like to have an explanation from counsel on this 
particular issue.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I do not want to penalize them if there is an oversight in the regulation. 
We gave constructive criticism 
 
Nancy Placona: I will have counsel respond in writing to the board. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Get the mock ups to Nancy and we will take a look at it. 
 
Nancy Placona: You do not have a quorum for the vote so you should bring it back for 
the vote.  
 
Chairman Kelly: When can Whitney get back to us?  
 
Nancy Placona: I will reach out to him tomorrow. 
 
 
 3. Steven & Sebastian Giner   Case #ARB09-20 

     41 South Moger Ave    Comprehensive 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Sign Package 
 

    Sebastian Giner, property owner 

    Leonard Brandes, architect 
 

Sebastian Giner: This is what exists on the promenade. We are proposing the blade 
signs and awnings with signage on the building and the directory signs at each end of 
the corridor on Okinawa and Starbucks. This is more of the concept for the directories 
and allowing each tenant their own fonts. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The pendant sign for lack of a better term, in the municipal right of way 
is acceptable?  
 
Austin Cassidy: That is on the owner’s property and that would be acceptable.  
 
Nancy Placona: Can you call out the height? 
 
Sebastian Giner: The height is 21 1/2. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The location will be? 
 
Sebastian Giner: One is going on the rear of the building known as Okinawa, and the 
front façade on Starbucks.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The size of the blade signs 
 
Sebastian Giner: They are compliant with the code. 31 ½” by 25”. It is a little less than 
6 square feet that is allowed.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Why did you decide to do the directories like this rather than a 
monument sign?  
 
Sebastian Giner: We couldn’t, because it would not be allowed. WE once presented a 
monument side and it was turned down. The signs going down the promenade will be lit 
something along these lines. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Everyone is going to have something here. Tell me again at how large 
they are. 
 
Chairman Kelly: They are 3’ x 2’. You need to tell us how they are lit. 
 
Sebastian Giner: There are going to be lights that face down. (Showing samples of 
lighting). 
 
Chairman Kelly The sign itself is not lit?  
 
Sebastian Giner: The sign itself is not going to be backlit. It makes the sign really glow.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is going to be lit on both sides?  
 
Sebastian Giner: Yes. It will be. It is only an mr16 lamp and it is very soft. 
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Nancy Abramson: The sign is on both sides. 
 
Inaudible Too Many People Speaking 

 
Patty Kiernan: I don’t have a problem with this at all. There is something the way it 
looks that I think... 
 
Sebastian Giner: It might be the rendering. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am not being disrespectful at all. Have you ever seen a row of 
these? They look like flags.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I like that. I don’t have a problem with that at all. 
 
Sebastian Giner: Once you see the colors evolve.  
 
Chairman Kelly: My concern is I don’t know where they are going.  
 
Sebastian Giner: They are going right in the center of each. I can put it on the 
architectural drawing. They would go in between… (Viewing of drawings) It would go in 
between. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This is not nearly as high as that.  
 
Sebastian Giner: These are a little too busy. We would simplify it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Right now we are guessing. 
 
Sebastian Giner: John Oliva will be the one to do the work.  
 
NANCY Abramson: He is very good. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Typically we would see a drawing showing us were this is. How many 
are there? 
 
Sebastian Giner: Five. They are quite small as you can see.  
 
Chairman Kelly: To eliminate any misunderstandings. I think that you are on the right 
track, but we are going to need truly a comprehensive package stating this is the light 
we are using, this is the blade this is the color. We have the height and the size. Also 
the height off the ground would be important. Do you have an elevation?  
 
Sebastian Giner: We can do that. EW thought higher?  
 
Nancy Placona: The code would have to be checked on how high they could go.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that we need to clean up some things and the loop holes so that 
we are all on the same page and we are all happy at the end of the day. You are going 
to need height and location of the light and call out the style of light. We have 
established that there are five lights. I assume there is no light at the end for the 
directories.  
 
Sebastian Giner: We thought that the street light would be enough. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am just asking the question because we have not addressed it. 
 
Nancy Abramson: These are just what they are going to look like? 
 
Sebastian Giner: Do you have any opposition to the directories being lit?  
 
Patty Kiernan: No. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The question is how will you do it? 
 
Sebastian Giner: The lighting would be built into it on top of it and the light would wash 
down.  
 
Leonard Brandes: I don’t think that you will be happy with the MR16 because they will 
burn out and I would recommend the fluorescents.  
 



 11 ARB Minutes 4/16/09 

Sebastian Giner: I took the recommendation from John, he thought it was a good way to 
go. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Talk with John. Try to get this clear, we are in the right direction but I 
think lighting is important since you are in the alleyway.  
 
Sebastian Giner: Could we have extended lights, other than fluorescents? 
 
Chairman Kelly: I would look into it to see if there is something that could wash these on 
both sides. 
 
Sebastian Giner: What I am asking is can we have what is on our application? 
 
Chairman Kelly: Those are little spots and I am not sure if that is going to work better. 
Are you going to up light it down light it? 
 
Sebastian Giner: Down light it.  
 
Leonard Brandes: You certainly use those on top it would be a fixture for each sign.  
 
Chairman Kelly: How is that going to work? If they are centered right over it they are 
not wash. 
 
Leonard Brandes: They are above. If you have bulbs right above it they will wash down. 
 
Sebastian Giner: The LED lights are not very bright. Let’s try to make it work with the 
fluorescents. Maybe we can put bulbs in the top and the bottom to get more even 
lighting. Maybe the bulb on the top will not be enough. Unless we back lit.  
 
Leonard Brandes: How much light does it need?  You have street lights out there as well. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Are these stores open at night?  
 
Leonard Brandes: They might be open at night as well as it getting dark earlier in the 
fall. I would say that it makes sense. If you just have a little bit of glow accenting it I 
think that is all it needs. You can read it and it will be effective. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I think you need further review and we will go from there. It is a vast 
improvement.  
 
Sebastian Giner: So what would be the process now?  
 
Chairman Kelly: You are coming back to see us. With everything, where the lights are 
going, what type of lights, location, height of the blades with the understanding that we 
will sign off on it at that point. There are still a lot of questions.  
 
Leonard Brandes: So we are delayed another month. 
 
Too Many People Speaking 
 

Nancy Placona: They are proposing the sign package for the entire building. This is what 
you are looking at right now is for the promenade. What you are going to look at for 
Churchill’s is the awnings which is the back of the building.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Austin correct me if I am wrong, there is always temporary signs? 
 
Austin Cassidy: Yes with a sign permit. 
 
Sebastian Giner: Is it possible for them to put the awnings on?  
 
Austin Cassidy: I would not fabricate them until they were duly approved. 
 
Leonard Brandes: I have told my client that. 
 
Sebastian Giner: Is that portion approved? 
 
Patty Kiernan: For Churchill’s? That is next. 
 
Sebastian Giner: I thought the package had to be approved first. 
 
Leonard Brandes: That was my understanding also. 
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Austin Cassidy: It is in the context of each other, whether or not the board is willing to 
approve you having seen where you are going with it that is up to the board.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I think this is a vast improvement. I think we are close and I think that 
we have to nail down a couple of things. I don’t want to hurt the applicant. Let’s look at 
yours and see if there are any issues, there maybe no issues and maybe we can figure 
out a way to move forward.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We haven’t seen the signs that are going in there right? 
 
Chairman Kelly: No, this is the concept. 
 
Leonard Brandes: Right. 
 
 4. Churchill’s     Case #ARB09-21 
     41 South Moger Avenue   Signage 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

     Sebastian Giner, owner 

     Leonard Brandes, applicant 
 

Sebastian Giner: We thought we would leave it. The sign we would like for them to have 
their color. 
 
Leonard Brandes: One other point is that Sebastian is moving the light fixtures which 
are by Starbucks will be brought throughout the whole building. That will be brought 
around to Churchill’s. I will include the cut sheet. 
 
Nancy Placona: Churchill’s is all part of the package, and it is the rear of the building 
which you can review this evening.  
 
Leonard Brandes: We recently received an approval from your board for the archway 
and the façade work at your last meeting. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Talk to us about the awnings and your proposal.  
 
Leonard Brandes: The awning is part of the sign package, which I had submitted. We 
are doing the brown. The front of the building is different in color and sizes. Even the 
glass is different as you go around the building. You start at Starbucks and go down to 
Ann Taylor you have arched windows. You go down the alley and they are 7’ windows 
and then you come around to the back… 
 
Chairman Kelly: I was going, these are married and you were showing me green. Are 
they going to be green? This is brown.  
 
Leonard Brandes: This faces the back of the building. It is almost like a separate 
building. 
 
Sebastian Giner: This is two stories and this is the addition, the promenade and this is 
where the arches are. It is all the same building. The rear is one story. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What color are Ann Taylor’s awnings? 
 
Sebastian Giner: Gray and white.  
 
Leonard Brandes: We have samples of the brown and the crème color for the lettering 
for Churchill’s. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am a little confused. If this is a comprehensive sign package why 
wouldn’t we want to talk about all the awnings being similar colors? 
 
Nancy Placona: This is facing the rear of the building and the front does not have to 
match the rear should the landlord propose that as part of the sign package. The front 
has the shed style and the proposed for the back is a different style, while the 
promenade would have the blade style signage, and that would be your package for the 
site. 
 
Nancy Abramson: That is ok? 
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Leonard Brandes: The windows are so different on all the facades they have windows 
that go 7 feet high and we have the windows in the back that go over 10 feet high with 
double paneled windows, so it is a very different attitude.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I do not have a problem with the awnings, I’m just wondering if they 
should all be the same color. Virtually it is all the same building.  
 
Leonard Brandes: It is all the same building but you are walking around different areas 
and I think that if they are all the same color it will give the appearance it is the same 
owner or the same business and I think that it needs its own distinction. I think the idea 
of being a different color it helps distinguish that section of the building. 
 
Chairman Kelly: If you look at the promenade with the 5 or 6 awnings all the same size 
the same color there is continuity there. Totally different businesses.  
 
Leonard Brandes: There is some distance between them and Churchill’s. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What color is Starbucks? 
 
Chairman Kelly: They do not have an awning. 
 
Leonard Brandes: They just use the arches. 
 
Austin Cassidy: Does this return onto the Chico’s side? There are no awnings on the 
Chico’s building. 
 
Nancy Placona: If you look at this photograph you can see the defined spaces. 
 
Leonard Brandes: As you can see there is a big distance between Churchill’s and the 
promenade stores.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Is there anything here? 
 
Leonard Brandes: Yes we want another awning there. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So there will be one there so the brown will start on that elevation. 
 
Leonard Brandes: There is a big distance before the smaller stores start and it turns into 
the 2 story building. This is where the green awnings will begin. It does make sense to 
have the different colors. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I do not have an issue with this. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I do not have an issue with the brown I just wondering if make sense. I 
happen to like the package and the colors. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am talking about the different color because generally I like things 
pretty consistent. In this case it is a different elevation except for this one right here 
which is on the same plane. I think it works. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I don’t have a problem where they are or the color. Again I was just 
asking the question. Right now down here across the street we have all brown and the 
one blue. It looks real bad 
 
Nancy Placona: That awning falls under the amortization.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I understand that. It will be a long time before we see it change. 
 
Nancy Abramson: That came out really well. 
 
Patty Kiernan: How do we resolve this? 
 
Nancy Placona: You can approve sections of the package and then the applicant can 
return with the missing pieces for your approval. The application can be kept open. You 
need to understand that Churchill’s can only have lettering over the door. 
 
Leonard Brandes: There are two doors that have awnings. 
 
Nancy Placona: You have two entrances and only those awnings may have text. 
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Nancy Abramson: I motion that we approve part of the sign package. The awning for 
Churchill’s only as presented. The blade signs for the promenade with lighting will have 
to return along with the directories.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Second. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Aye, on the motion 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You have a little more work to do and we will see you next month. 
Clarification on lighting will be needed for the next meeting. 
Thank you. Motion to adjourn. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Nancy Placona 
Board Secretary 
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